Dear Parents and Guardians,


As you know, our science unit this quarter has allowed us to bring living organisms into our classroom!  At the end of the unit, I have decided to allow students to bring home live crayfish and/or beetles with parent permission.  (I chose to do this instead of euthanasia!)  If you and your child are interested in a live organism, please let me know by signing below.  

Please keep in mind that these are living organisms and will need to be cared for!  If you choose a crayfish, you will need the following to make a suitable habitat:


*a terrarium or aquarium


*cat food, goldfish food, and elodea (aquatic plants found at pet 
stores) to be kept in habitats at all times in case they get hungry! 
(Feed once a day for 30 minutes in a separate container.  Food cannot 
be in their habitats!)

*gravel


*a shelter (Make sure that the home is not too tall—crayfish are 
excellent escape artists!  With a lid, you should have no worries!)

*pH neutralizer (can be found in the fish section of any pet store!)

If you choose to keep a Bess Beetle, you will need the following to make a suitable habitat:


*a terrarium or aquarium


*soil


*decaying wood


*dead leaves


*water bottle (to mist the wood daily)

Crayfish _______
Beetle________

Parent Signature _________________  Child’s Name ________________
