Name:_______________________

Solar System Review!

Vocabulary:
Directions:  Use each word in the word bank once to fill in the blanks.

	comet
	day
	gravity
	star

	satellite
	axis
	rotate
	atmosphere

	revolve
	year
	constellation
	Solar System

	orbit
	crater
	force
	 


Solar System    1.  a star and all the satellites that orbit it

Comet               2.  a mass of ice, dust, and rock that orbits the Sun or a planet

Day                   3.  the length of time a planet takes to make one complete rotation

about its axis

axis                  4.  an imaginary line, or axle, through the center of an object, about

which the object rotates

year                 5.  the length of time a planet takes to make one complete revolution around the Sun

orbit                6.  the elliptical path that a satellite travels as it moves around a star or a planet

revolve             7.  to travel around another object

gravity             8.  the attractive force that exists between objects

satellite           9.  an object in orbit around a larger object

rotate             10. to turn about on its axis (a planet)

star                 11. an extremely large, hot ball of glowing gas that radiates light and heat

crater              12. the bowl-shaped depression in the surface of a satellite caused by the impact of an asteroid or a comet

constellation    13. an area of the sky containing stars that seem to outline a figure, as viewed from Earth

force               14. a push or pull on an object

atmosphere     15. all the gases around a planet
Labeling a Diagram:
Directions:  Label the names of the planets IN ORDER beginning with the planet closest to the Sun.


                                          SUN
1. Mercury
2.  Venus
3.  Earth
4.  Mars
5.  Jupiter
6.  Saturn
7.  Uranus
8.  Neptune
9.  Pluto
Fill in the Blanks:
Directions:  Fill in the word or words that best completes each answer.

17.  Name the 4 inner planets.

Mercury
Venus

Earth

Mars
18.  Name the 4 Gas Giants.

Jupiter
Saturn

Uranus

Neptune
19.  Another name for a shooting star is meteor.

Short Answer:
Directions:  Complete each question in complete sentences.

20.  What are the inner planets made of? 

The inner planets are hard and rocky, with craters and few moons.
21.  What causes the different seasons on Earth?

Earth has seasons because it is tilted on its axis and it revolves around the sun.
22.  What causes day and night on Earth?

Day and night are caused by Earth rotating on its axis.
23.  Why do scientists use scale models?

Scale models help us understand the solar system because they show relative size and distance of planets.
24.  Why are some planets’ years longer than Earth’s years?

The length of the year depends on a planet’s orbit size—the larger the orbit, the longer the year.
